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POLICING EMPIRES:

RACE, MILITARIZATION AND THE BOOMERANG
EFFECT IN THE U.S. AND BRITAIN

Talk Summary:
This talk offers a postcolonial
historical sociology of police
militarization in Britain and the
United States. It tracks when, why,
and how British and US police
departments have adopted
military tactics, tools, and
technologies for domestic use
since the founding of modern
policing in the nineteenth century
into the present. It shows that
militarization is an effect of the
"imperial boomerang”: police
officials import the mindsets,
means and methods of empire as
they regulate and repress
racialized populations at home.Julian Go is Professor and Chair of the

Department of Sociology and in the College at
the University of Chicago, where he is also a
Faculty Affiliate of the Committee on
International Relations and the Center for the
Study of Race, Politics & Culture. His books and
articles on empire, colonialism and postcolonial
theory have won prizes from the American
Sociological Association, the Eastern Sociological
Society, the American Political Science
Association, and the International Studies
Association, among other institutions. He is the
winner of Lewis A. Coser Award for Theoretical
Agenda Setting in Sociology given by the
American Sociological Association. In 2021-2022,
Julian served as the President of the Social
Science History Association.
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