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Dr. Caroline Chautems 

1. PERSONAL INFORMATION 
Avenue de Tivoli 20, 1007 Lausanne, Switzerland 
caroline.chautems@unil.ch 
+41 79 705 05 09  

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5633-6078 
Language skills: French (native proficiency), English (full 
professional proficiency) 

2. EDUCATION 
25.09.2019 

an Embodied Parenting Model. An Ethnography of Holistic Postpartum Care by Independent Midwives 
pervisor, UNIL), Ass. Prof. O. Avishai (Fordham 

University), Prof. F. Dykes (University of Central Lancashire), Prof. V. Mottier (UNIL and Jesus 
College, Cambridge). President: Prof. N. Le Feuvre (UNIL). 

2011  Master of Arts MA in Social Sciences, UNIL. Major in Gender Studies 

2009 Bachelor of Arts BA in Social Sciences, UNIL. Minor in Religion Sciences 

3. EMPLOYMENT HISTORY AND SCIENTIFIC MOBILITY 
10.2024  Fulbright Visiting Scholar, University of California, Santa Barbara (USA),  
7.2025  Departments of Sociology and Feminist Studies. Host: Prof. F. W. Twine 

9.2023  Visiting scholar, University Toulouse Jean-Jaurès (France), Center for Social Anthropology  
2.2024  Host: Prof. J. Courduriès 

6.2023 Secundo loco for the position of Junior Lecturer in Gender Studies 
UNIL, Institute of Social Sciences, Center for Gender Studies 

Since 11.2020 Senior Researcher, UNIL, Institute of Social Sciences, Center for Gender Studies and STSLab 
-anthropological study of C-section culture in 

 

1 7.2020  Lecturer, UNIL, Institute of Social Sciences 

3 4.2020 Research Fellow, UNIL, Institute of Social Sciences, STSLab 
-anthropological study of C-

 

11.2018  Research fellow, Lausanne School of Health Sciences, Research & Development Department 
12.2019 

Ass. Prof. P. Perrenoud 

9.2013  Teaching & Research Assistant 
8.2018 UNIL, Institute of Social Sciences, Laboratory of Cultural and Social Anthropology (LACS)  

Since 9.2012 Lecturer, Geneva School of Health Sciences, Midwifery Department  

8 11.2012 Research Fellow, UNIL, Institute of Social Sciences, LACS 
 

 

2 6.2012  Teaching and Research Assistant, Geneva School of Health Sciences, Midwifery Department 

10 11.2011 Research fellow, UNIL, Institute of Social Sciences, LACS 

4. INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
8.2024 Examiner of a Master degree thesis in Social Sciences. Master student : G. Dunant. Title :  Être mère 

et travailleuse du sexe. Une conciliation face au stigmate de la prostitution et la normativité maternelle , 
Université de Lausanne. 

9.2020 Geneva School of Health Sciences, Midwifery Department 

4.2015 Organizer of a teaching workshop for PhD students with Prof. F. Dykes, UNIL 

11.2012 Co-organizer of the department workshop
Geneva School of Health Sciences, Midwifery Department 
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5. APPROVED RESEARCH PROJECTS AND FUNDING 
9.2023 Fulbright Visiting Scholar project: Queer Reproductive Justice and Doula care in California . Total 

budget: 53,728.00 USD 

3.2020 -
anthropological study of C-

 

11.2012 
crosscultural research on suckling practices, representations of breastfeeding and politics of maternity in 

). Main applicant: Prof. Y. Foehr-Janssens, University of Geneva, 
 

6. SUPERVISION OF JUNIOR RESEARCHERS 
Since 5.2023 Supervision of a Master Thesis in midwifery, 

France  : C. Chantrel, Ecole Régionale de Sages-Femmes, UFR de Médecine, Université 
François Rabelais, Tours, France. 

6.2023 -organized by the 
Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium and UNIL. 

6.2023 Mentoring in a doctoral seminar with 4 PhD students in Medical Anthropology, UNIL. 

Since 2021 Mentoring and contribution to the supervision of a PhD Thesis in Anthropology within the SNSF project 
-anthropological study of C-section culture in 

. Thesis supervisor: Prof. I. Maffi. PhD Student: A. Saenz Morales 
 La naissance chirurgicale en Suisse  

7. TEACHING ACTIVITIES 
Since 2012 Bachelor Thesis Supervisor 
 Geneva School of Health Sciences, Midwifery Department  

1 7.2020 Lecturer for the MA course  
Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, UNIL 

2013 2017 Lecturer  
 Geneva School of Health Sciences, Nursing Department 

2013   
 Geneva School of Health Sciences, Midwifery Department 

2012 2020  
 Geneva School of Health Sciences, Midwifery Department 

2015 2018  
 Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, UNIL 

2015 2017   
 Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, UNIL 

8 12.2015   
 Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, UNIL 

8 12.2014  
 Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, UNIL 

2013 2014  
 Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, UNIL 

8 12.2014  
 Faculty of Social and Political Sciences, UNIL 

2 6.2012 Teaching and Research Assistant for the CAS (Certificate of Advanced Studies) en périnatalité 
 Geneva School of Health Sciences, Midwifery Department 

8. MEMBERSHIPS IN PANELS, BOARDS, AND REVIEWING ACTIVITIES 
Since 6.2023 Scientific advisory board  

8.2023 Reviewer for Gender & Society 

3.2023 Reviewer for Ethnologies 

2.2022 Reviewer for Anthropologie & Santé 
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11.2020  Reviewer for Frontiers in Sociology 

10.2016 Reviewer for Anthropozoologica 

9. MEMBERSHIPS IN SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES 
Since 2024 Member of the Doula Research and Advocacy Collective 

Since 2022 Member of the American Anthropological Association 

Since 2022 Member of the Association for Queer Anthropology 

Since 2022 Member of the European Association of Social Anthropologists 

Since 2013 Member of the Council on Antropology and Reproduction  

Since 2012 Member of the interdisciplinary research network Lucine: Fertilité, Naissance et Sexualité 

10.  ORGANISATION OF SCIENTIFIC EVENTS 
9.2024 International conference  : Reframing caesarean births: challenges, transitions, and politics  (with I. 

Maffi et A. Saenz Morales). University of Lausanne. 

7.2024 Doing and undoing queer families: queering reproductive justice C. Ammann) at the 
International conference of the European Association of Social Anthropologists (EASA): Doing and 
Undoing with Anthropology, University of Barcelona, Spain. 

9.2023-06.2024  
Roca i Escoda and Prof. E. Lépinard), UNIL. 

9.2023 
Conference of the Swiss Association for Gender Studies  

8.2023  Contemporary masculinities and transformations of fatherhood Prof I. Maffi and A. 
Saenz Morales). UNIL. 

12.2022 -
and A. Saenz Morales). Hôpital Riviera-Chablais. 

11.2022 -section around the world at the intersections of global medico-scapes 
and locally-

er, Seattle, United States. 

12.2021 
UNIL. 

8.2018  
Arena and Dr. I. Zinn) at the international conference : 8ème congrès international des recherches 
féministes dans la francophonie, Université Paris Nanterre, Paris, France. 

4.2016 -e-
 (with Prof. I. Maffi), UNIL. 

6.2015 International conference 
 : approches historiques et anthropologiques 

D. Solfaroli Camillocci). UNIGE. 

4.2015  

12.2013 International w Comment fait-on les bébés ? Enjeux professionnels et questions de recherche 
(with Dr. L. Rochat). UNIL. 

11.  FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
05.2024 Travel grant from l Académie suisse des sciences humaines et sociales  (5000 CHF) 

12.2023 Postdoctoral grant from Société académique vaudoise (10'000 CHF) 

9.2023 2024 2025 Fulbright Visiting Scholar. Project title: Queer Reproductive Justice and Doula care in 
California  (53,728.00 USD) 

9.2018 Research grant from Société académique vaudoise (8'000 CHF) 
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RESEARCH OUTPUT LIST 
 

12.  PUBLICATIONS IN PEER-REVIEWED JOURNALS 
1. Chautems C. under review The choice of the delivery mode as a reproductive right in Switzerland Feminist 

Anthropology. 

2. Chautems C. under revision  Perspectives 
 Anthropologie & Santé. 

3. Chautems C. 2024  'I felt like I was cut in two' -cesarean bodies and complementary and alternative medicine 
in Switzerland . Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry, 48, 329 349. 

4. Perrenoud P., Demolis R., Perret F, Ferec E, Galvez M., Chautems C. and Kaech C. 2024
sociality during the perinatal period: a qualitative study about the experience of becoming a mother as an immigrant 

Social Sciences and Medicine Mental Health, 5, 100303. 

5. Perrenoud P., Chautems C., Kaech C. 2023
Women and Birth, 36 (3), e341 e352.  

6.  Medical 
Anthropology. 41:5, 560 573. 

7.  'Whatsapping' the continuity of postpartum care in Switzerland: a 
socio- Women and Birth, 35 (3), e263 e274. 

8.  : éléments pour une 
Nouvelles questions féministes. 40 (1), 35 51. 

9. 
Anthropologie & Santé. 16. 

13.  BOOKS AND MONOGRAPHS 
1. Chautems C. and Edu U., in preparation, contract signed, The Routledge Handbook on Doulas. Routledge. 

2. Chautems C. 2022. Negotiated Breastfeeding. Holistic Postpartum Care and Embodied Parenting. Routledge. 

14.  BOOK CHAPTERS 
1. Chautems C.under review

labour in Switzerland », In Aubry A., Chauvin S., Friedli F. (eds.). Gender(ed) Labor. Seismo. 
2. Chautems C., Maffi I., Farin A., 2023. 

-Floyd R., Premkumar A. (eds.). The Anthropology of Obstetrics and Obstetricians. The 
Practice, Maintenance, and Reproduction of a Biomedical Profession. Berghahn Books  

3. Chautems C. 2022. Breastfeeding and the production of maternal bodies as part of holistic care in Switzerland . In 
Guerzoni, C. S., Mattalucci, C. (eds), . 
Emerald Publishing. 

4. Chautems C. 2022. -
Arena F., Dasen V., Foehr-Janssens Y., Maffi I., Solfaroli Camillocci D. (eds.). 

. Brepols. 
5. Chautems C., Guerra S. 2022. Le tire-lait : entre responsabilisation et autonomisation des mères In Arena F., Dasen 

V., Foehr-Janssens Y., Maffi I., Solfaroli Camillocci D. (eds.). Allaiter de 
culture en Europe. Brepols. 

6. Chautems C., Guerra S. 2022. 
de sages-femmes indépendantes vaudoises In Arena F., Dasen V., Foehr-Janssens Y., Maffi I., Solfaroli Camillocci 
D. (eds.). . Brepols. 

7. 
In Herrscher E. and Séguy I. (eds), Premiers cris, premières nourritures. 

Presses Universitaires de Provence. 

15.  JOURNAL SPECIAL ISSUE 
1. Accepted, in preparation : La césarienne dans le monde à l'intersection entre paysages médicaux globalisés et logiques 

locales , Anthropologie & Santé, co-edition I. Maffi et A. Saenz. 
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16.  OTHER WORKS 
1. Chautems C. 2017, Supporting breastfeeding initiation at home : For a co-construction of the lactating body , 

Maternal and Child Nutrition, 14 (S2), 11 12.  

2. Chautems C. 2018, Breastfeeding as a relational process : newborns skills and mothers "spontaneity" , Maternal and 
Child Nutrition, 11 (S2), 32 33. 

17.  ORAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO CONFERENCES 
1. July 2024. 

trajectories , in the  panel 
International conference of the European Association of Social Anthropologists (EASA): Doing and Undoing 
with Anthropology, University of Barcelona, Spain. 

2. July 2024.  Bridging the gap between biomedical healthcare professionals and doulas: anthropologists as cultural 
mediators , international conference Anthropological Contributions to SRHR Future(s): From Theory to Practice and Back, 
University of Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

3. June 2024. Impacts of gentle C sections procedure on medical team  with A. Farin, C. Daelemans and I. Maffi. 
Annual Congress of Swiss Gynecology, Kursaal Interlaken, Interlaken, Suisse. 

4. 
un hôpital public en Suisse  with A-S Rijckaert, in the workshop La santé LGBTI dans le droit commun  Prendre 

, MSH Paris Nord, Paris, France. 
5.   in the 

Transitions in Obstetrics  AAA Annual meeting: Transitions, Metro Toronto Convention Centre, Toronto, 
Canada. 

6. 
 Conference of the Swiss Association for Gender Studies: Gender(ed) Labor, UNIL.  

7. 
 : Approcher le monde professionnel de la santé par ses marges , University Téluq, 

Montréal, Canada. 
8. 

 conference: An Unwell World? Anthropology in a Speculative Mode, University of London, 
London, United Kingdom. 

9. November 2022. , 
with Prof. I. Maffi and A-S Rijckaert, workshop: Critical Perspectives on Parenting in Switzerland, University of Lucerne, 
Lucerne, Switzerland. 

10. November 2022.  'They feel like they are cut in half': post-cesarean bodies and complementary and alternative 
, -section around the world at the intersections of 

global medico-scapes and locally-  AAA Annual meeting: Unsettling Landscapes, Washington State 
Convention Center, Seattle, United States. 

11. July 2022. time: breastfeeding and projections to the future , in the panel 

 International conference of the European Association of Social Anthropologists (EASA): 
Transformations, Hope and the Commons  

12. June 2022.  : reclaiming surgical birth , International conference : 
Reproductive futures. Emergent Injustices, hopes and paradoxes, Tampere University, Tampere, Finland. 

13. June 2022. Fragments ethnographiques 
, Conference : Covid-19 through the lens of social sciences in Switzerland, with Prof. I. Maffi, 

Lausanne University Hospital (CHUV), Switzerland. 

14.  
Workshop : La césarienne en question. Rencontre interdisciplaire autour de la naissance chirurgicale en Suisse , UNIL. 

15.  
Maffi, International workshop : , University of Fribourg, 
Switzerland. 

16. May 2021. 
césarienne en Suisse  : Forum de la recherche du STS Lab, UNIL, online event. 
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17.  
Maffi, International workshop : , University of Fribourg, 
Switzerland. 

18. -anthropological study of C-section culture in 
 : 

perspectives internationals sur la techno-obstétrique et ses techniques, EHESS, CNRS, online event. 

19. 
 Mediaspora: connecting medicine, media and diaspora, Swissnex, San Francisco, 

USA. 

20. 
 Mediaspora: connecting medicine, media 

and diaspora, Swissnex, San Francisco, USA. 

21. -
 The digitally engaged patient, University of 

Copenhagen, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

22. 
 

féministe: corporéité, tempor  : 8ème congrès international des recherches 
féministes dans la francophonie, Université Paris Nanterre, Paris, France. 

23.  : for a co-
conference: Nutrition and Nurture in Infancy and Childhood, University of Central Lancashire, Grange-over-Sands, UK. 

24.  
Guerra, Workshop : Quel futur pour la reproduction et la parentalité ? Explorer les reconfigurations contemporaines des relations 
corps/environnement, UNIL. 

25.  'I don't care how much he weighs, if he were not well, I would know'. Perception and risk management 

Sociology (ESHMS): Healthy lives. Technologies, policies and experiences. UNIGE. 

26.  : for a comprehensive approach of 
 Parenting and Personhood : Cross-cultural perspectives on expertise, 

family life and risk management, Centre for Parenting Culture Studies, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK. 

27.  
International workshop :  : approches 
historiques et anthropologiques, UNIGE. 

28.  
conference: Nutrition and Nurture in Infancy and Childhood, University of Central Lancashire, Grange-over-Sands, UK. 

29. subversion des normes sociales  : Femmes 
et vie publique : Sors de ta chambre !, UNIGE. 

30. February 2015.  : de l'accompagnement des sages-femmes au sentiment de compétence des 
mères. Ethnographie en Suisse romande , Workshop SNSF Sinergia project . UNIGE. 

31. June 2014. Presentation of my PhD research, International workhop : Les ambiguïtés du lait. De la mère aux produits de 
substitution, University of Fribourg, Switzerland. 

32.  : des normes médico-
International conference : Allaitement et pratiques de sevrage : approches pluridisciplinaires et diachroniques, French Institute 
for Demographic Studies (INED), Paris, France. 

18.  INVITED LECTURES 
9.2024 BA course Contextualisation socio-historique et enjeux contemporains autour des cours de PANP

the course module Préparation à la naissance Midwifery Department, Geneva School of Health 
Sciences. 

2.2024 Department seminar Familles LGBTQ+
Anthropologie de la - , 
Université Toulouse-Jean Jaurès,Toulouse, France.  

10.2023 Department Colloquium of the Polyclinic: , CHUV, 
Switzerland.  
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10.2023 -construire le corps maternel lactant: l'allaitement comme processus négocié
 : nourrir pour la vie

and medicine, UNIL. 

9.2023 Department seminar  Devenir un parent queer en Suisse 
la justice reproductive , in seminar series  Sexualités et justice reproductive , Center for Gender Studies, 
UNIL, Switzerland.  

9.2023 racisme : autour de la santé sexuelle et la construction de la parentalité
with Dr. N. Bühler, , CHUV, Switzerland.  

3.2023 PhD 
Program Health, Medicine and Society  

11.2022 Discours sanitaires et enjeux de genre autour de la construction des corps maternels 
  

6.2022 -on la césarienne? 

Morales, in  

5.2021  : injonctions sanitaires et autodiscipline maternelle Genre, 
 

4.2019   : pluralité des approches de soins et des recours autour de la 
 

10.2015  
et Classes Populaires Panthéon-Sorbonne, Paris, France. 

6.2014  : l'allaitement à l'épreuve des normes sociales 
-Bérard, Switzerland. 

19.  OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 
8.2024 Interview for the blog of Culture, Medicine, and Psychiatry (Springer), by D. Fields. 

5.2024 Contribution to an article for the daily French newspaper Le Monde, Allaitement maternel : et le 
coparent dans tout ça ? G. Coutagne. 

4.2024 Contribution to an article for the daily Swiss newspaper La Liberté, 
répondre aux besoins de bébé C. Pasquier. 

12.2023 Contribution to an article for the daily Swiss newspaper Le Temps, Allaitement et sexualité: «Mon  
 

12.2023 Contribution to an article for Horizons, the Swiss research magazine , by U. Yoker. 

8.2023 Interview for the daily Swiss newspaper Le Temps, by A. Seppey. 

6.2023 Interview on the Swiss National Radio (RTS), Tribu  
with Prof. I. Maffi, hosted by J. Magnollay. 

8.2022 Contribution to an article in the Swiss magazine Femina Ne pas allaiter, est-
N. Poinsot.  

4.2022 Interview on the Swiss National Radio (RTS), Le Point J  ?  

1.2022 Interview for the French Arte radio podcast Un podcast à soi  

12.2021 Interview for the French journal Le Télégramme  : 'les femmes se sentent 
 

11.2021 Interview for the TV news of Swiss television La Télé for the release of Negotiated Breastfeeding (2022, 
Routledge). 

9.2021 Contribution to an article for the French national media BFMTV.fr   
en public est-  

9.2021 Interview on the Swiss National Radio (RTS), Tribu
J.Magnollay. 

9.2021 Interview on the Swiss National Radio (RTS), Premier Rendez-Vous, with J. Baumann, hosted by P. 
Vrolixs  

8.2021 Interview for the French journal Causette.fr  
des femmes allaitantes à la sphère publique'  

5.2021 Interview for the Belgian National Television (VRT)
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5.2021 Contribution to an article for the French media Slate.fr
 

1.2021 Contribution to a report for the French media Brut.fr  

9.2018 Contribution to an article in the French journal  

5.2017 Interview on the Swiss National Radio (RTS), Les échos de Vacarme -on choisir de ne pas 
allaiter ?  

4.2017 Uniscope (journal of UNIL . Affentranger. 

2017 Contribution to the international exhibition  : représentations sociales 
 

12.2016 Contribution to an article in the Swiss magazine Femina Enquête: ce que cache le boom de 
, A.-S. Sprenger. 

9.2016 Lecture for the Mariposa Festival, organized by independent midwives 
-femme et une 

with Sophie Guerra, Orbe, Switzerland. 

5.2015 Workshop for  Lequel caresses-tu, lequel manges-tu ? Questionnons nos 
rapports aux animaux . University open days for schools and families, UNIL. 

 


